
 

 

 

 

September 2012  

Most of Arizona is in moderate 

drought, thanks to an average to wet 
monsoon, although monsoon precipi-

tation was highly variable across the 
state. The northeast is now the only 

location with extreme drought(D3).  
 

There were some heavy rain events in 
western and northwestern Arizona.  

High elevation rainfall brought slight 
relief to the Chuska Mountains on the 

Navajo Nation in northern Apache 
County, improving the mountains from 

extreme drought (D3) to severe 

drought(D2). Enough rainfall fell in the 
southern counties to provide short-

term drought relief in Pima and Santa Cruz counties, moving them from severe drought 
(D2) to moderate drought (D1). The southern border also benefitted from an active 

season.  
 

The monsoon made up some of the deficit from the dry winter of 2011-12, but has not 
been enough to recover from the dry winter of 2010—2011. We are looking ahead to a 

weak El Niño, so there is no clear indication of what to expect for winter precipitation. 
We hope to at least have a relatively normal winter. 

Summary produced by the State Drought Monitoring 

Technical Committee  - October 5, 2012. 


